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INTRODUCTION

The Wilkie Collins Society is pleased to make available the first series of the Society’s Journal
with the eight issues from 1981 to 1991. With the aid of modern technology and the
diligent work of Paul Lewis all the content is now available online for searching and

downloading.

The Wilkie Collins Society “dedicated to serving the Study of Wilkie Collins and related
subjects” was co-founded by Kirk Beetz and Andrew Gasson in 1981. It has now been in
existence for nearly 40 years. The history of its creation can be found in our Newsletter for
Summer 2005 (available on the Wilkie Collins Society website). From its beginning, Kirk
Beetz envisaged that the Society should have a Journal and quoting from his first Editor’s
Note: “Although the Wilkie Collins Society is only in its first year, its ambitions begin to be
realized. The Journal is representative of those ambitions.”

Those early issues were created by Beetz without the aid of computers, internet, or email.
Nevertheless, he managed to assemble high quality essays from well respected scholars
including the then doyen on Collins studies, Robert Ashley, who made several distinguished
contributions. Perusal of the index reveals a fascinating range of material. Examples
include a reprint and commentary by Steve Farmer of Collins’s own otherwise inaccessible
essay from 1881 "The Use of Gas in Theatres" or "The Air and the Audience: Considerations
on the Atmospheric Influences of Theatres"; an article by Collins’s biographer, the late
William Clarke; ‘“The Naming of No Name’ by Virginia Blain; and a review by Peter Thomas of
‘The Wilkie Collins Centennial Conference’ held from September 27 to October 1, 1989.

There is much else for Collins enthusiasts and students and we are pleased to bring back

into circulation essays from the foundation of our Society.

Andrew Gasson
Chairman
June 2020
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TECHNICAL NOTE

The first series of the Wilkie Collins Society Journal was printed from typescripts. The copy here is
made from scans of a photocopy of those scarce originals.

The pagination has been checked so that blanks are retained and numbered correctly. The blanks
occur because articles always began on a right hand page which led to many left hand pages being
left blank if they did not contain text or an illustration.

The eight volumes were turned into searchable PDFs by an auto feed scanner. The original
illustrations in the photocopy were very poor quality as they were taken from what were originally
rather bad reproductions. Identical images have been sourced, the captions copied, and the pages

replaced. No other changes have been made.

These PDFs of the first series are a faithful reproduction of the original paper publication with

enhanced images and the great boon of searchable text. Indexes have been prepared and added.
This first series has 21 articles, two of which are reprints with commentary of hard to find Wilkie
Collins pieces. There are also seven reviews and each volume begins with an Editor’s Note and
details of the sixteen scholars who contributed to the eight volumes.

The Wilkie Collins Society Journal, New Series, vols. 1-10, 1998-2007 is also available online.

Paul Lewis
June 2020
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