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'The Victims of Circumstances' originally appeared 
on 19 August 1886 in Youth’s Companion a 
publication from Boston in the United States. It was 
subsequently republished in the version which 
follows in Boy’s Own Paper Part I, A Sad Death 
and Brave Life, appeared on 23 October 1886 and 
part II, Farmer Fairweather, on 26 February I 887. 
The common theme of hoth parts is the fatal 
consequence which can result from a miscarriage of 
justice. During the 1880s several short pieces by 
Collins were first issued by American publishers. 
He specified that some, although not 'The Victims of 
Circumstances', should he "drowned in the waters of 
oblivion" and not repuhl ished after his death. 
 
Boy’s Own Paper was issued weekly at a price of one 
Penny and proved the most popular boys' magazine 
during the late Victorian and Edwardian periods.  It 
first appeared on 18 January 1879 and, unlike many 
of its short-lived competitors, ran for 88 years until 
February 1967. Amongst the numerous contributors in 
Collins' time, were R.M. Ballantyne, Arthur Conan 
Doyle, Jules Verne and T a l b o t  Bains Reed. 
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