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pleasures (not necessarily sexual) without anxiety and guilt - merely because 
this gratification of his desires was important to him. He appreciated and 
valued the good life and the good things of life, more material and physical 
than esoteric or academic. 

As he grew older and possibly more unwell, he appears to have become more 
confident and assertive. This is seen through the strength of the signature 
which is not followed through anywhere else; this could coincide with his 
publ:c recognition. In the later samples, the strength of his joie de vivre and 
his needs diminish, leaving a more intellectual and intuitive side to come to the 
fore. This can be seen as his writing becomes smaller and more delicate or 
less dominating and frailer. Failing health can be detected in these later 
samples through the unevenness of the ink distribution which causes blotches. 

The most interesting aspect from the graphological point of view is that the 
writing varies very little in spite of Collins's continuing drug habit; in modern 
day writings, it is usually possible to recognise either drug dependency or a 
psychological disturbance, but in these samples there is scant evidence of 
either. 

A hedonistic, possibly even decadent, approach to life is clearly evident in the 
writing from the overall layout and size of the script. The right slant shows 
a decided preference for the company of others rather than for solitude. 
These observations are made mainly from photocopies but the prime feature 
of the writing is its strength and colour of the stroke. Also to be taken into 
account are the differences of paper and pen but the evidence still adds up to 
a powerful and charismatic character. 

Andrea Lyttleton, 

June 1997 

*Andrea LyttlNon Is a qualified graphologist with an advanced diploma In Personnel work from

the British Academy of Graphology.
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