


The dramatic version of The Woman in White ran at the Olympic 
Theatre for twenty weeks from Monday 9 October 1871 to Saturday 
24 February 1872.  The original cast consisted of George Vining as 
Fosco, Wybert Reeve as Walter Hartright, Ada Dyas in the duel 
roles of Laura Fairlie and Anne Catherick, and Mrs Viner as Marian 
Halcombe.  The theatre programme featured an introduction by 
Collins which began: 
 

Mr WILKIE COLLINS begs leave briefly to submit to the Public the 
objects which he has had in view in altering his novel, called “THE 
WOMAN IN WHITE,” for representation on the stage.  In the first place, 
he has endeavoured to produce a work which shall appeal to the 
audience purely on its own merits as a play.  In the second place, he 
has refrained from making the interest of his drama dependant on 
mechanical contrivances, and has relied in the play, as he relied in the 
novel, on the succession of incident, on the exhibition of character, and 
on the collision of human emotion rising naturally from those two 
sources. 

 
The play attracted huge interest and large audiences and was 
widely reviewed in newspapers and periodicals. These reviews were 
collected in this presentation copy of Opinions of the Press which 
seems to have been issued by the theatre management early in the 
run of the play. 
 
The reviews are divided into four topics and include unfavourable 
comments as well as good ones. But Collins could not resist 
including a letter he wrote to the Editor of The Daily Telegraph in 
response to criticism in that paper of George Vining’s portrayal of 
Count Fosco. It was published in The Daily Telegraph on 12 
October 1871 as well as being added to later issues of the 
programme. 
 
An illustration of Vining as Fosco appears on the back cover.  The 
front cover reproduces the poster for the play by Frederick Walker 
(1840-1875). 
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